BRITISH  STRATEGY IN  THE  PACIFIC	169
it to take a battleship fitted with bulges, or a floating dock
to be sent out for the same purpose. But the facts have turned
out to be very different. An entirely new base is to be con-
structed some considerable distance away from Keppel
Harbour, on a scale, it is understood, comparable with
that of the Japanese naval dockyard at Kure.
Position of the base.
The base is to be in the Johore Strait, which separates
the peninsula of that name from the Island of Singapore,
and to extend for about six miles across the mouth of the
Zembawan River. The strait is about 200 miles long and
some twenty-five miles wide, with plenty of water for a big
ship. The position is said to be easily defensible and to be
topographically ideal.
Lay-out of the base.
It is reported that there will be an air base covering
about 600 acres of land and water on the right bank of the
Sentah River (? Seletar River), some four miles to the
eastwards of the mouth of the Zembawan. There is to be a
fort at Changi Point, at the eastern entrance to the Johore
Strait, mounting 18-inch guns. There will be two dry docks
and one 5O,ooo-ton floating dock. It was at first intended
to use for the latter the floating dock surrendered by the
Germans, but now, it is understood, a new one is to be built.
There is to be a large oil-fuel station with pipe-lines to the
base, and sheds for 300,000 tons of coal are to be erected.
The original estimate was for £11,000,000, but the
House of Commons cut it down to £9,500,000. The cost
of constructing a floating dock to replace the German one,
and of building and garrisoning the forts, was, however,
overlooked. With this added, the total cost amounts to
£27,000,000. This may be increased in the future but will
not be reduced. The work is expected to be completed
by 1937-
Military opinion.
Military opinion was to the effect that as the base was
far nearer to Japan than to any British base whence a Fleet
could be sent to relieve it, both it and the port of Singapore

